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THANK YOU LORD 


Thank You, Lord, for the beauty of the night, 
And for the glow of dawn’s first kindling flame. 
These mark the special hours when my poor sight 
ls quickened in the glory of Your Name. 


Thank You, Lord, for Your loving presence there, 


When all the trials and burdens of the day 

Are left behind, and |, in humble pray’r, 

Find strength to run my course without dismay. 
What lies beyond this mortal home of mine 

ls not for me to question nor surmise, 

But only to believe Your Word divine, 

And watching, see the Morning Star arise. 

| was blind, now | see and have reward, 

O let me forever say, thank You, Lord. 


—R. Ross Parkhill 
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EDITORIAL 
Fellowship In Life 


Everlasting 


The Christian faith ushers one into the fellowship 
which is with the Father and with His Son Jesus 
Christ. God gives unto us, as He gave unto the 
early disciples, eternal life, and this life is in His Son. 
“He who has the Son has the life; and he who has 
not the Son has not the life.” 


But First John not only sets forth this fellowship, 
it tells us immediately how we may attain unto it. 
First of all, we are to lay hold of Christ by heeding 
the testimony of His Apostles. They have declared 
the message of the Lord Jesus Christ, whom they 
have heard, have carefully examined with their eyes, 
and have handled with their hands. Apparently, 
these opening verses in First John refer to the Gospel 
scene in which the risen Christ invites doubting 
Thomas to put his fingers into the nail prints and 
his hand into the riven side of the Redeemer. By 
accepting the testimony of the Apostles, as that is 
recorded for us in the New Testament, we receive 
Him of Whom they testify. For Jesus Christ is the 
Word of life—the bringer of the Father’s eternal life 
to sinful men. 


Secondly, the Apostle John tells us to walk in the 
light as God is in the light and we shall share in this 
Christian fellowship. Walking in the light means 
walking in the way that Jesus points out in the 
Sermon on the Mount, that Paul celebrates in first 
Corinthians thirteen. It means putting off the works 
of the flesh and striving for the fruits of the Spirit. 
The early Church would have said, it is walking in 
the high—not the low—way. The mediaeval Church 
might have said it is fighting against the seven deadly 
sins—striving to keep them from dominating the 
soul and seeking the seven cardinal virtues. Paul 
says by looking to Christ we are transformed into 
His image from glory to glory. It means cherishing 


no ill-will, but thinking on the things that are honest, 
lovely, and of good report. 


The more we come to the light, however, the 
more clearly does that light reveal the black things 
of our hearts. As we look to Him in Whom there is 
not one whit of darkness, the black spots in our souls, 
the mean things in our lives, the unkind words that 
have plagued our conversation come to light. Some- 
thing else is vitally needed if we are to have fellow- 
ship in life everlasting. John continues, “and the 
blood of Jesus His Son clears us from all sin.” Yes, 
Christianity is the religion of the common man who 
lives daily by the sacrifice of Christ. 


Would you have fellowship in life eternal? In his 
First Epistle, the first chapter, John tells you how. 
Listen to the testimony of the first disciples, accept 
their witness to Christ ; walk in the light as God is in 
the light, even though His holy light condemn every 
dark thing in you; and come daily to Jesus for the 


cleansing power of His blood. —Wnm.C.R. 
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Not Cleverly 
Devised Myths 


The RSV translates Second Peter 1.16 thus: “For 
we did not follow clearly devised myths when we 
made known to you the power and coming of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, but were eye witnesses of His 


majesty.” 


In a day that was familiar with the Greek myths 
of the Olympian gods and goddesses in the Trojan 
war, the New Testament expressly asserts that the 
apostolic witness to Christ is not myth but oracular 
testimony. As is pointed out in the article on myth in 
Kittel’s theological dictionary, the Greek word myth 
is never used in a good sense in the New Testament. 
It is used for fictitious stories of false gods or for 
other fables by the Gnostics or the Jews. Myth is 
translated in the authorized and in the American 
revised version by the word fable, I Tim. 1.4; 4.7; 
2 Tim 4.4; Titus 1.14. 


There is, however, an article on Myth in the New 
Testament in the 1930 edition of RGG* written by 
Professor R. Bultmann of Marburg—now lecturing 
in the United States. In this article and in others 
this distinguished (German scholar classifies the 
biblical accounts of the beginning and of the ending 
of world history, of the miracles of Christ, His pre- 
existence, ascension and reign at God’s right hand, 
and even of spiritual miracles (regeneration, con- 
version) as myths. Indeed, only the Cross is in a way 
left out of this classification. 


Many scholars are to some extent following Bult- 
mann. Some are saying that this view is typical of 
“neo-orthodoxy.” But at least some of those who 
have a high claim on the title neo-orthodoxy reject 
the treatment of the Bible as largely myth. An 
American theologian asked Barth last summer if he 
regarded the Bible as partly myth. 


In reply Professor Barth said that there were no 
myths in the Bible. He said that there was occasional- 
ly mythological language, but it was used to reject 
myths, For example, he held that the first three 
chapters of the Bible were written to reject the 
Babylonian myth of creation, and to reveal the re- 
lation of God to the world of men. Myth is the 
effort to put across a world and life view in the 
form of a story; but the Bible—said Barth—gives 
the revelation from the living God of relation be- 
tween Himself and men. 


In a recent chapel talk, President Lardner Moore 
of our Shikoku Men’s College in Japan pointed out 
that the teaching of the Bible as myth prepared the 
way for the formation of a nationalistic or imperial- 
istic form of religion for the Japanese during the 
last war. If the Bible is largely myth why make the 
Japanese swap their own Shinto Myths for those of 
the Jews? Why not simply take over some more 
ideas from Jesus and Paul and. incorporate the 
ethical dicta into national Shinto and so have “the 
best of all religions” ? 


Again, if we are to classify the facts of Christ 
which come to us attested by the eyes, the hands, the 
ears of the first disciples (I John. 1.1-4) as mere 
myths what is to distinguish the New Testament 
faith from the Roman Catholic myths of the virgin? 
Even the Roman Catholic theologian, Prof. Michael 
Smaus, Katholische Dogmatik, 11.888, Munich 19- 
49, admits that, “the assumption of Mary into 
heaven naturally cannot attest itself by the historical, 
but only by the theological considerations. The Holy 
Scripture offers no express testimony.” 


We insist on the facts of the Gospel—the incar- 
nation of God in Christ, His death on the Cross for 
our sins, His resurrection from the dead on the third 
day, His ascension, His session at God’s right hand, 
His miracles of power, His gracious acts of regenera- 
tion—not as myths, but as facts. 


Our Lord and the New Testament writers did 
not interpret the miracles of the Old Testament as 
mere mythological stories, but as God’s interventions 
for the deliverance of His people. Here as elsewhere 
the conclusion depends greatly on the point of ap- 
proach: those who start from God take Christ’s 
interpretation; those who start from man and his 
religions treat the Bible like Euhemerus’ sacred 
history of the Greek gods. 


Making all allowance for the wide variety in the 
current usage of the term myth, we cannot agree that 
the might acts of God in Christ for our salvation 
be put under the same classification with the myth- 
ology of Zeus, Mythras, and the Sun-goddess of 
Shinto. The early Christians rightly insisted that 
one only, living and true God was in a different 
category from the gods of men’s imaginations. And 
standing with them, we insist that the Gospel con- 
sists of the mighty acts of the living God that occurred 
in history, that these deeds of God are actual events in 
history, that they are the center and core of saving- 


history. —Wm.C.R. 
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What Makes 
Character? 


Thinking Americans are becoming more than dis- 
turbed—they are alarmed at the continued and ever 
widening disclosure of dishonesty, corruption, vice 
and loss of moral and spiritual values. Never in the 
history of our country has there been such a cynical 
disregard for those values and virtues which are 
associated with Christian character. 


More and more we are finding men in high elec- 
tive and appointive office who are using their fa- 
vored positions for personal gain. At the same time 
there seems to be a moral blind spot in the minds of 
our highest authorities, making them unwilling to 
take remedial action. 


But, this situation goes right back to the grass 
roots of America. The same conditions exist in 
homes, high schools, colleges and universities and in 
the labor and business world. The sports world has 
been found riddled with bribery and conniving to 
throw games. 


Time magazine of November 5 carries an objec- 
tive report on ““The Younger Generation” and con- 
sidered it of sufficient importance to send this Jour- 
nal a telegram and proof-sheets of the article. It, 
along with multiplied evidences from many sources 
and every walk of life, all combine to show the 
alarming fact that millions of Americans whose 
parents in past generations would have had the 
steadying and creative powers of Christian character 
are now controlled solely by opportunity, expedi- 
ency and, at best, a man-made philosophy of “trying 
to be good.” 


The picture is gloomy, sordid and carries with it 
the certain portent of personal and national disaster. 
America is decaying from within and this disinteg- 
ration is taking place because spiritual and moral 
values no longer are held up as ideals which are 
necessary. The Church, placing its great emphasis 
on world reform, has failed in that reform because 
only too often it has neglected personal redemption 


first. 


We concede that the average pastor will say, “Of 
course accepting Christ comes first,” but the average 
program of the Church (we are speaking of the 
churches of our nation as a whole) is designed to 
educate young people into the Church and to present 
church members a program of things to do while the 
overwhelming majority in a congregation often have 
not the slightest idea of any personal confession of 
and repentence from sin and commitment to Jesus 
Christ through faith as the only hope of salvation. 


This Journal has been held up to ridicule again 
and again because we have maintained that as the 
Church gets away from preaching sin and the new 
birth it is failing in its primary mission. We continue 
this thesis because we are both convinced of its truth 
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and also of the certain and eternal loss to individual 
souls unless the trend of the past quarter of a century 
is stemmed. In many of the great denominations 
today the great emphasis is on a program of some- 
thing to do without having run concurrently and 
with greater emphasis a constant preaching of the 
fact that Christianity begins with faith in Jesus 
Christ as redeemer from sin. 


One of the very keystones of present-day Chris- 
tianity in America is the ecumenical movement, de- 
signed to bring all Christian bodies into some co- 
ordinated and dominated group, and a characteristic 
of this movement is to soft-pedal anv emphasis on 
those great Christian doctrines which are the very 
heart of Christianity itself. —Co make this as clear as 
possible let us state catergorically that the ecumenical 
movement places its own ends before and above the 
content of the Christian message, eliminating and 
diluting Christian beliefs to a minimum almost any- 
one can accept. 


Here is certainly one of the reasons for the decline 
in moral and spiritual values in America. The 
Church no longer takes a strong stand on those 
homely virtues once considered a part of Christian 
living. Some churches have so compromised their 
witness that young people find in their Church al- 
most every worldly amusement and practice. 


But, this editorial has asked a question and it hopes 
to give a constructive answer. The answer is con- 
cisely put in the First Psalm. 


This Psalm compares the godly and the ungodly; 
the source of their strength or weakness, how they 
fare in this world and their ultimate ends. 


First of all, the Christian lives a life in which he 
refuses to compromise either with the counsel of the 
ungodly, the way of sinners or the seat of the scorn- 
ful. This position many no longer take. They will 
accept the teachings of men who scoff at God's 
Word and they will walk by, then stand and finally 
sit with those who reduce the Scriptures to human 
writings. 


Against such compromise the psalmist describes 
the man whose ‘“‘delight is in the law of the Lord; 
and in his law doth he meditate day and night.” 
When a young man or woman is trained in the 
Bible; when older people are steeped in the Word, 
they usually have the character which stands against 
temptation and compromise on the one hand and 
which enables them to live a positive witness for 


their Lord. 


One cannot read this Psalm without recognizing 
that delight in God’s Word is the source of Chris- 
tian character and that this character is evidenced 
by an unyielding stand against compromise with evil, 
regardless of the source from which it may come. 


If America is to recapture those Christian virtues 
which were so much in evidence in earlier days, then 
the Church must return to an uncompromising pre- 
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sentation of the great doctrines of Christianity as 
found in the Bible. This will require humility and a 
return to faith which only too often has been lacking. 


In that way alone is the way of Christian char- 


acter. —L.N.B. 


We Would Provoke 
To Jealousy 


The Saturday evening editions of papers from two 
southern cities recently came into our hands on the 
same day. 

We scanned the notices of Sunday services care- 
fully. 

In one city we noted that one Presbyterian 
Church would have a Sunday evening service. In the 


other, two would have evening services out of a 
total of eleven. 


Compared with this, as far as we could tell, every 
Baptist Church in both cities would have regular 
Sunday evening services. 


Some pertinent questions? Do the Baptists have a 
better or a more urgent Gospel to preach? They do 
not. Do they have better preachers? They do not. 
Do the people they are seeking to reach need the 
Gospel more than those we Presbyterians are work- 
ing for? They do not. 


Do they have a deeper sense of mission and re- 
sponsibility ? 


That is the question! —L.N.B. 
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SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS 


LESSON FOR NOVEMBER 25 


REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


The People at Worship 


Scripture: Exodus 24; 29-31; 35; 40. De- 
votional Reading: Psalm 100. 


According to the dictionary, worship is “the act or feeling of adoration or homage; the paying of religious 
reverence, as in prayer, praise.”” Men may worship idols and false gods of every description, ranging from the 
crawling serpent and flying insect to the shining sun in the sky. The worship of the true and living God 
should be the natural response of the human heart to His work of creation and providence. Paul tells us that 
God has revealed Himself so plainly in nature that men are without excuse. (See Romans 1 :18-23). Sin has 


so corrupted the human mind, however, that the vast 
majority of mankind has turned from the worship of 
God to these images of corruptible man, and to birds 
and fourfooted beasts, and creeping things. 


In our devotional reading we are told the reason 
for worship and the nature of our worship. God has 
made us and cares for us. We are to enter into His 
gates with thanksgiving and into His courts with 
praise. “For the Lord is good: his mercy is everlast- 
ing; and his truth (faithfulness) endureth to all 
yenerations.” Surely, everybody in the world, 
whether they have the Bible or not, ought to worship 
the Living and True God. 


Worship, even of the True God, may be acceptable 
or it may be entirely unacceptable; it may be pleas- 
ing, or it may be displeasing to God. In the very 
beginning of the race two men sought to worship 
God, bringing their offerings. He was pleased with 
the offering and worship of Abel. He was displeased 
with that of Cain. Jesus tells of two men who went 
up to the Temple to pray—worship—the one was 
justified, the other not. 


It is very important then, not only to worship 
God, but to worship Him in a manner that is pleas- 
ing to Him, otherwise our attempt to worship will 
not only be vain and worthless, but will sometimes 
bring a curse upon us instead of a blessing. 


Israel had been redeemed from bondage. While in 
Egypt they had been accustomed to seeing the 
idolatry of the Egyptians. lt was very necessary that 
they be instructed in the worship of Jehovah. They 
had been given the Moral Law to guide them in the 
conduct and daily life. Now they must be taught the 
Way of Worship. Since they broke the Law almost 
immediately after their solemn covenant with God, 
there had to be clear recognition of sin and guilt; the 
Way for sinful souls to approach a Holy and Just 
God. This Way had to be largely typical, for the Re- 
deemer and Saviour had not come; the Way of 
symbols and types had to point unmistakably to the 
One Who was to come—the New and Living Way 
which should be opened. 


Since our assignment is a long one, it will be 
necessary to merely touch on some of the more im- 
portant phases of Worship. 


I. The Solemn 


Covenant: 24. 


The people were called to worship “afar off.” 
Only Moses was allowed to come near the Lord. He 
read to the people the words of the Lord, (notice the 
clear indication of Verbal Inspiration), and all the 
people answered, All the words which the Lord hath 
said we will do. Then Moses built an altar and 
offered burnt offerings. He took half of the blood 
and sprinkled it upon the altar and half upon the 
people. “‘And they saw the God of Israel.” This is 
to be understood as a “manifestation of God,” as 
was the case in other visions in which men are said 
to have seen God, for in His essence, “‘No man can 
see God and live.” Precious stones, as usual, are 
taken to symbolize Him, and His glory. Fire is also a 
symbol of His presence. ‘““And the glory of the Lord 
abode upon Mt. Sinai—and the sight of the glory of 
the Lord was like devouring fire on the top of the 
Mount.” “Our God is a consuming fire.” 


It is no small thing to worship the God of Heaven, 
the God of glory and majesty and holiness. We must 
be taught the lesson of reverence as we attempt to 
worship such a Being. 


Il. The Hallowing of 
the Priests: 29. 


The ritual of worship was to be in the hands of 
the priests, a special body of men who were to come 
from a select tribe, the tribe of Levi. Aaron was to be 
the High Priest, and his sons, Nadab, Abihu, Elea- 
zar, and Ithamar, were to assist him. The tribe of 
Levi was to have charge of the Tabernacle, its 
furniture and all that went with it. 


Aaron was to be clothed in special garments, for 
glory and for beauty.” Someone has called Aaron 
the “best-dressed man in the Old Testament,” and 
well he might be, for his clothing was typical of the 
Perfect High Priest Who was to come into the 
world, Everything connected with the priests was to 
be holy. Their consecration to their office was to be 
accompanied with many offerings and with elaborate 
ceremonies. And thou shalt make a plate of pure 
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gold, and grave upon it, like the engravings of a 
signet, Holimess to the Lord.” This phrase might well 
be taken as the central thought in connection with 
the consecration of the priests. The ceremonies used 
in their induction into office are given in detail in this 


chapter. 


II]. Other Details 
of Worship, 30. 


1. The Altar of Incense. This is not to be confused 
with the altar upon which the offerings were burnt, 
which stood before the entrance of the Tabernacle, 
and was made of brass. The Altar of incense—a type 
of prayer—was made of gold and placed before the 
vail which separated the Holy place from the most 
Holy. Upon it was to be burnt the sweet incense and 
upon its horns atonement was made once a year with 
the blood of the sin offering. 


2. The Ransom Money—Half a shekel. The con- 
gregation was to be numbered and all over twenty 
were to be assessed this half shekel. The rich were 
not to give more, nor the poor less, This was very 
marked difference from the other offerings where 
provision was made for the poor to give according 
to their ability. che reason was this: the half shekel 
was the “atonement money” and the typical meaning 
is plain; redemption costs the same for all. 


3. The Laver of Brass. This was for Aaron and 
his sons to wash their hands and feet, “that they die 
not.’ Notice again the emphasis upon Holiness and 
Purity. 

4. The Anointing Oil. This seems to be a type of 


the Holy Spirit, and was made of various spices. 


5. The Holy Perfume: no other was to be made 
like this. 


IV. Men Called to 
the Work. 31. 


All this particular and peculiar work of building 
the Tabernacle, its furniture, the clothing for the 
priests and the other special things to be used would 
require men of skill and wisdom. “See, I have called 
Bezaleel, the son of Uri—and I have filled him with 
the Spirit of God, in wisdom, and in understanding, 
and in knowledge, and in all manner of workman- 
ship—and I, behold, I have given with him Aholiab 
—and in the hearts of all that are wise-hearted | 
have put wisdom.” 


When God has work to be done, He calls men to 
do it, and equips them for the work. This not only 
applies to work that is looked upon as spiritual in its 
nature, but to all work pertaining to His Kingdom. 


| In the second part of this chapter a special charge 
8 given to keep the Sabbath: this Day was to be a 
sign” between God and His people. 


V. The Free-will 
Offering: 35. 


A great deal of material would be needed for the 
building of the Tabernacle and all the things con- 
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nected with it. God could have furnished these 
materials Himself, and given all the gold and silver 
and brass and cloth and precious stones and spices. 
He calls, however, upon the people to give willingly 
of what they have. The Egyptians had given them 
many valuable gifts when they left Egypt. 


We can easily see the wisdom of this. When we 
have a part in the work of God, when we give 
willingly, even sacrifice in order to give, it does us 
good. They gave so willingly that there was more 
than enough. If our hearts are right, there will be 
no trouble about our possessions. 


VI. The Climax of 
the Book: 40. 


It is well to note the minute care with which 
Moses executed the divine commands in regard to 
erecting the Tent and arranging all its furniture. 
“As the Lord commanded Moses,” is an expression 
which occurs over and over. “So Moses finished the 
work.”’ Would it be accepted? The answer is found 
in these words: “And the glory of the Lord filled 
the Tabernacle.” 


A church is never “finished” until God is there. 
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YOUNG PEOPLE’S DEPARTMENT 


YOUTH PROGRAM FOR NOVEMBER 25 


REV. H. LAWRENCE LOVE, JR. 


How Do you Say “ Lhank you?” 


As the Thanksgiving Season rolls around again we are reminded constantly by the newspapers, magazines, 
radio and television that we should be “thankful.” Our ministers preach sermons and young people’s groups 
all over the country prepare programs on Thanksgiving. We sing, “Come, Ye Thankful People, Come,” and 
sometimes we really mean it, for awhile. Then, when Thanksgiving is over, there comes Christmas, and then 
Easter, and so on through the calendar year. Is Thanksgiving merely a holiday, a season when we pause to 


thank God for His blessings? It shouldn’t be, to 
Christians, for our Lord has told us that we should 
be “giving thanks always for all things unto God 
and the Father in the name of the Lord Jesus 
Christ.” Ephesians 5:20. And again: “In everything 
give thanks: for this is the will of God in Christ 
Jesus concerning you.” | Thess. 5:18. 


How then can we have the spirit of true thanks- 
giving, how sing that beautiful song, “Thank You, 
Jesus, For Everything,” and really mean it? 


OUR THANKS MUST COME 
FROM THE HEART 


Just as we are told to love God with all our 
hearts, so our praise and thanksgiving must well up 
from our hearts. But we become so hardened and 
are so busy with our various activities that we don’t 
feel that spontaneous flow of thankfulness welling 
up from within us. How do we start its low? What 
is the answer? It’s the same wonderful answer to all 
our failings of heart. 


We must look to Jesus. 


Just as we looked to Him for salvation, just as we 
look to Him for our daily care, just so we must look 
to Him to create the spirit of thanksgiving in our 
hearts. As we turn our eyes upon Him and look into 
His face, full of love and mercy, we come face to 
face with the realization of all He has done for us, 
of past redemption, of present blessing, and of future 
glory. How can we help but show forth His praise? 
As we abide in Him, and He walks with us each 
day, Thanksgiving will not be a season of the year, 
but a very rich part of our lives, a natural out- 
pouring of our love to Him and acknowledgment of 
His goodness to us. 


WE MUST SHOW FORTH 
OUR THANKS TO GOD 


There are two important ways in which we can 
show forth our thanks; with our lips and in our 
lives. 


Our Lord said: “... for of the abundance of the 
heart His mouth speaketh.” Luke 6:45. If our hearts 
are full of thanksgiving, our lips will naturally 
show forth His praise with our songs, our prayers, 
and our testimony to others. 


Most of the hymns are songs of praise, but how 
often we merely go through the motions of singing 


them with no thought for the words and no feeling 
of thanks on our part. Have you ever really sung 
the Doxology from your heart? 


“Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 
Praise Him all creatures here below, 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly hosts, 


Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost!” 


As for our prayers, most of them are lop-sided, full 
of what we want and of how we feel but lacking in 
thanksgiving to the Giver of all good things. Are 
your prayers overflowing with petitions rather than 
praise ? How true these two lines in describing most 
of our prayers: 


“Lips cry, God be merciful, 
That ne’er cry, God be praised.” 


Have you ever witnessed to anyone about Jesus and 
His salvation or told of His love and care for you? 
Stop and think, are you thanking God with vour 
lips? 

When Paul and Silas were in the prison they 
were heard at midnight praying and singing songs 
of praise to God. By their songs, their prayers and 


their testimony under misfortune the Philippian 


jailer was converted. How much more should we in 
the midst of our plenty and well-being testify to the 
goodness and grace of God? 


We should not only praise God with our lips but 
in our lives. A heart full of thanksgiving and lips 
full of praise will result in a life full of service. As 
we think of all He has done for us, of the extent of 
His love; that He gave His life for our sins; of all 
the blessings He bestows upon us every day and of 
all our future hopes of glory and joy with Him, we 
just naturally yearn to do His will and walk in His 
way. There is so much we could say about ways in 


which we can serve God but this article has to do 


primarily with thankfulness. Let’s sum it up the way 
the catechism does: ““Man’s chief end is to glorify 
God and enoy Him forever.” What better way to 
glorify God than in a life of praise and thanksgiving: 


WE MUST SHOW FORTH OUR 
THANKS IN RELATIONSHIP 
TO OTHERS 


Isn’t it true that when we are in the right re 
lationship to God all our other relationships seem to 
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be perfect? When we turn to God in love, His love 
is shed abroad in our hearts and pours out for all 
with whom we come in contact. When we confess 
our sins and are walking at peace with our Lord, we 
are living at peace with our family and friends. 


{n just the same way, when we count our blessings 
and thank God out of the fullness of our hearts, 
that spirit of thankfulness colors all our attitudes 
toward others. Instead of being abrupt and rude we 
can become kind and gracious as our Lord was. We 
can begin to feel and show our appreciation of what 
others do for us, to learn how to say “thank you” to 
our parents, our friends and all the people we meet 
every day. Try it! Try looking for reasons to say 
“thank you.” “Thank mother for that good dinner or 
those mended socks, dod for the use of the car, your 
friend for the ride home, the elevator girl as you get 
off the elevator, or your teacher for explaining the 
problem so clearly. It is wonderful to see a person’s 
face light up when you show real appreciation for 
something he has done. You will find you won’t 
have to be a hypocrite to do it either. People do so 
much for us that we just take for granted. 

I know you have found out it is more blessed to 
give than to receive. Now find out what a blessing 
you get, as well as give, when you show your appre- 
ciation to others for everything, little things as well 
as large. 


CONCLUSION 
In this article we have examined some concrete 
ways in which we can show forth our thanks. First, 


we must look to Jesus to give us the true spirit of 
Thanksgiving; second, we must show forth our 
thanks to God with our lips and in our lives, and, 
lastly, we must show forth our thanks to our 
neighbor. 


There has been no mention here of counting your 
blessings, no listing of things for which you should 
be thankful. Surely you don’t need an article to tell 
you what you have to be thankful for. Stop and 
figure that out for yourself, It is a rewarding experi- 
ence. 


In conclusion, there is far too little of the spirit 
of thanksgiving in our world today. People take 
everything for granted. The old phrase, “the world 
owes me a living,” has been exchanged for a new 
one, ‘the government owes me care from the cradle 
to the grave.” In reality, no one owes us anything, 
and if we got what we really deserved most of us 
would have little cause to be thankful, but, thanks to 
the graciousness and matchless love of God, we, who 
believe in Christ as our Saviour, will never get what 
we deserve. He paid our penalty and has handed us 
a clear pardon for all our sins, blessings untold for 
all this life and a promise of an “inheritance in- 
corruptible and undefiled.” Surely, our lives should 
be one endless doxology as we cry with Paul: 
“Thanks be unto God for His unspeakable gift.” 
Il Cor. 9:15. 


How do you say “thank you?” 


WOMEN'S WORK 


World-wide Bible Reading 
Thanksgiving To Christmas 


Theme—“The Way Out Of 
The Darkness”’ 


How to Find Help from Bible Reading: 
1. Keep a regular time each day for Bible reading. 


_ 2. Read thoughtfully and prayerfully. Try to 
imagine the situations. 


3. Read Carefully and unhurriedly, with mind 
alert, and without interruption. ““Time exposures,” 
not snapshopts, should be the rule. 


4. Read expectantly, with anticipation. Seek a 
personal message in each day’s passage. 


5. Let God through the Bible speak directly to 
you, ever willing to receive and practice. Your inner 
response to God’s message is vital. When He con- 
demns, bow penitently. When He offers light, place 


your hope on it. When He guides, follow. When He 


commands, obey. 


6. Copy out a key verse to carry with you. Refer 
to it and repeat it throughout the day. 
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Selected Passages For Daily Reading: 


Thanksgiving, Nov. 22 ... Psalms 116 
Psalms 139 
Psalms 23 
Sunday, Nov. 36 ...<...<:.«:se Psalms 34 
26 Psalms 46 
.. Deuteronomy 5:1-24 
a Isaiah 55 

Micah 6:1-15 
Saturday, Dec. Matthew 25 
Sunday, Dee. John 1:1-17 
John 3 
Matthew 5:1-26 
Matthew 5:27-48 
a Matthew 6 
| Matthew 7 
Universal Bible Sunday, Dec. 9 ...... Psalms 119:1-16 
John 14 
.. John 15 
| Luke 15:11-32 
Ephesians 4 
II Timothy 2 
| Revelation 22 
Sunday, Dee. 16 ..........<.:.ees Romans 12 
I Corinthians 13 
18 .. I Corinthians 15:1-34 
... I Corinthians 15:35-58 
Galatians 6 
Philippians 4:1-13 
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22 | James 1 
| Sunday, ‘Dec. 23 Luke 2:1-20 

Dec. 25. . Matthew 2:1-15 


The above list of daily eS is available free 
on bookmark for convenient use. Order supply to 
distribute to family and friends, encouraging them 
that they join in this World-Wide Fellowship of 
fible reading. Order from the American Bible 
Society, 85 Walton Street N. W., Atlanta, Ga. 


What I Heard - Saw And Felt At 
My Synodical Training School 


For the third consecutive year the Texas Synodical 
Training School was held at Presbyterian Mo-Ranch 
Assembly, Hunt, Texas. Our beloved Mo-Ranch is 
high in the hills about 75 miles from San Antonio, 
and 25 miles from our former meeting place, West- 
minster Encampment at Kerrville. The beautiful 
hills, the deep ravines, the picturesque Guadalupe 
river and the blue skies form a perfect setting for 
spiritual retreats. 


Almost two-thirds of the women attending our 
school this year were attending their first Synodical 
Training School. There were many young women. 
whose energy and enthusiasm was an inspiration to 
those who had been there before. However, equally 
inspiring was one dear woman of over fourscore 
years who attended all classes, and who was a “‘star- 
pupil” long before many others. 


What did I hear? From the moment of the first 
morning meditation, after Mrs. E. L. Secrest, Ft. 
Worth, and Chairman of Spiritual Growth in the 
Synodical, recited God’s word and asked the women 
to memorize James | :22-25—we heard, saw, and 
felt the words: “But be ye doers of the word and not 
hearers only.” Before the close of the school nearly 
every woman was a “Star” pupil, and had not only 
memorized the words but was living them. 


We Texans are justly proud of our facilities at 
Mo-Ranch and plan to make them more adequate 
year by year. We feel that we have the Montreat 
west of the Mississippi and hope the time will come 
when we can accommodate women from other states. 
We were thrilled to have requests this year, but re- 
gretted that they had to be refused because we were 
not able to take care of all our own women who 
wanted to attend the school. 


Our faculty members this year were the finest— 
and were all Texans! Yes, Rowena McCutchen is 
a Tex., even if she is a member of the Board of 
World Missions, and spends most of her time in 
Nashville. In fact, she was in her native habitat there 
in the hills of the southwest. 


Space will not permit us to tell of all we saw and 
heard at our Synodical Training School. Words are 
inadequate to fully express all we felt, and we think 
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this would be true for each woman who was there. 
We can only say that to God we give thanks for the 
blessings He bestows on ‘Texas women, and to our 
leadership we give our praise for giving themselves 
to the guidance of the Holy Spirit. 

—Novella D. (Mrs. J. A.) Little. 


Relief Goods Are 
Getting To Korea 


The Women of the Church have always shown 
particular interest in sending used clothes through 
Church World Service for Overseas Relief. Constant 
appeals are continuing to come, indicating the con- 
tinued need for such material relief. Large quantities 
of sound used clothing, sturdy shoes and blankets are 
badly needed and can be sent at any time. 


The Department of Overseas Relief and Inter- 
church Aid, which cooperates with Church World 
Service, reports that contributions from the Presby- 
terian Church, U. S. for the first eight months of 
1951 totaled 89,675 lbs. of used clothing. This is 
an encouraging figure and indicates the interest of 
the members of our church in this worthy enterprise. 
For the same period the total amount of clothing 
shipped by Church World Service was 1,419,081 
pounds. This figure is about the same as for the 
same period in 1950, however, it is stated that the 
relief needs are so great that they cannot be met. 
Goods are being sent to Asia, Europe, and the Near 
East, the warehouses in the United States are being 


depleted of clothes, the call from Church World 


Service is ‘‘Please send us more clothes.” 


Relief goods have been received by Church World 
Service representatives in Korea in spite of difficul- 
ties. Early in August a shipment of 400 bales of 
clothing and 200 drums of powdered milk arrived 
in Pusan and were delivered to Dr. Appenzeller, 
Church World Service Director. Since then other 
supplies have arrived and have been placed in Korean 
Government warehouses. Shipment made directly to 
Church World Services in Korea total some 372,000 
In addition to this Church World Service has made 
shipments to Korea of 277,000 pounds for distribu- 
tion through the Unified Command of the United 
Nations. Thus it will be seen that relief goods are 
getting to Korea, and every assurance is given that 
future contributions will be sent as speedily as 
possible. 

For the information of those who would like to 
join in this program of mercy, material relief goods 
may be sent to Church World Service Centers either 
in New Windsor, Maryland, or 3146 Lucas Avenue, 
St. Louise 3, Missouri, These should be clearly 
marked as coming from the Presbyterian, U. S. 
Church, in order that we may get credit for goods 
sent. It is important that 10 cents per pound be sent 
in addition to the same address to cover processing 
and shipping costs. Duffle bags may be secured from 
either of the Church World Service addresses given 
above, these make a convenient way of shipping. 
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The Vacation Fund 
IS Appreciated 


Through the generosity of hundreds of members 
and friends of our Church it was possible during the 
past summer to assist with the vacation expenses of. 
108 ministers of our Church. That all of them are 
grateful to those whose gifts made the Vacation 
Fund possible will be obvious from the following 
quotations from a few of the many letters which 
have come, indicating the gratitude of the benefici- 
aries : 


“May | express thanks through you to those who 
contributed the funds which made possible my vaca- 
tion. The pleasant weather, the friendly relation- 
ships, the meeting of old friends and the forming of 
new acquaintances among people interested in the 
Christian cause all helped to make the week profit- 
able and enjoyable.” 


“The Vacation Fund check made it possible for 
me to attend the Bible Conference which proved to 
be most inspiring and helpful. Without the help t 
could not have gone. We thank you and all those 
whose gifts enabled you to send the check.” 


“My wife and I had planned to attend a con- 
ference this summer, but, as the time drew near, we 
saw that our finances would not permit. Then came 
your invitation to participate in the Vacation Fund. 
Thank you for the opportunity which the check 
afforded us. I am sure that my ministry will be en- 
riched by the ‘infilling” which I received.” 


“Mrs. L and I had the privilege of spending 
several days at Montreat as guests of the Vacation 
Fund. We enjoyed the beauty of the mountains and 


the fellowship with friends from other Synods. We - 


were rested and refreshed by the vacation from the 
cares and toils of the pastorate. We are deeply grate- 
ful to the friends who make up the Vacation Fund: 
for this time of inspiration and rest.”’ 


It has been a pleasure in the name of and for the 
donors to administer the Vacation Fund for a num- 
ber of years, and I can only hope that all who have 
given to the Fund will have derived joy in knowing 
that joy has been brought to others. 


Wade H. Boggs, Chairman, 
Board of Managers, 


The Vacation Fund, 
Presbyterian Church in the U. S. 


Do You Really KNOW 
Your Orphanage? 


Ask yourself that question and then seek the 
answer! ‘To my mind, there is no finer—no more 
challenging work being done under the auspices of 
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.. the Church, than its work in the interest of orphan 
children. But how many of us REALLY KNOW OUR 


ORPHANAGE? I’m sure there are many who feel 
they know their Orphanage and give more or less 
generally toward its support, but do you have inti- 
mate and personal knowledge of its physical plant, 
its real program, and most important of all—do you 
know the children and o they know you and the 
church you represent? 


When you pause to consider your Orphanage as 
‘“The Mother and Father” of scores of fine, prom- 
ising girls and boys, who, but for the prayerful, sym- 
pathetic and liberal support of each of us would be 
lost to society, we should become better acquainted 
with our Orphanage and give it our enthusiastic 


support. 


It has been my privilege to know and visit Thorn- 
well Orphanage at Clinton, §S. C., for many years, 
and on each visit I feel a new and deeper satisfaction 
in its program and its limitless possibilities for a most 
satisfying work—many others in my Church have 
had a like experience. 


Once you visit “YOUR ORPHANAGE’ and come to 
know the children and those who guide them, you, 
too, will feel the warm glow that comes from having 
a part in such a worthwhile program. There you'll 
witness frowns turning to smiles and frustrations 
turning to hope. 


If the Women of the Church will make a genuine 
effort to become better acquainted with their Or- 
phanage they can not only add to their respective 
effectiveness but will experience a joy hitherto un- 
known. 


The best way to know your Orphanage is to visit 
it In person. 
—Tuomas C. Dickson, 
Atlanta, Ga. 


Wings For The Soul 


“Blessings” 
(James 1:17) 


I cannot count the blessings 
My Father gives to me. 
They are as numerous 
As sands by the sea. 


Every good and perfect gift 
Is mine from above, 

Coming from the Father of Lights, 
A token of His love. 


And because His loving-kindness 
Supplies all my needs 

I would be truly grateful, 
Not in words, but deeds. 


—-Alice Barbour Bennett. 
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CHURCH NEWS 


Brazil Missions 
Plan Co-ordination 


On Sept. 26 representatives from our Church’s 
North, West, and East Brazil Missions met in Belo 
Horizonte to draw up plans for a coordinating com- 
mittee of the three missions. Dr. C. Darby Fulton, 
Executive Secretary of the Board of World Mis- 
sions, flew to Brazil to be present at this meeting 
which marked a step forward in cooperative work in 
Brazil. 


The coordinating committee, which will be made 
up of two representatives from each of our three 
Missions, will give a concerted voice to our Brazil 
Mission in their relations to the Presbyterian Church 
of Brazil and the Board of World Missions. This 
committee shall receive representations from the 
Brazilian Presbyterian Church and other bodies and 
pass them on to the Board with counsel for action. 
They will also answer, in behalf of the three Mis- 
sions, the Board of World Missions’ requests for 
counsel and advice in regard to matters dealing with 
the work in Brazil and will undertake such things 
as may be referred to it by the individual missions in 
Brazil. The committee will meet once a year unless 
other meetings are called for special purposes. 


Representatives from the missions present at this 


meeting were: Rev. Frank F. Baker and Mr. John’ 
Wheelock of the East Brazil Mission, Rev. E. R.. 


Arehart and Rev. Wm. M. Moseley from the North 
Brazil Mission, and Rev. George Hurst and Rev. 
J. R. Woodson of the West Brazil Mission. The 
two Mission Treasurers, Robert C. Shane and Ken- 
neth C. Shaver were also present. Mr. Shaver was 
elected president of the group for the coming year 
and Mr. Arehart secretary. 


On Sept. 29 following this meeting another meet- 
ing was held with representatives of the Central 
Brazil Mission of the Presbyterian Church, U. S. A. 
At this meeting plans were made for a similar co- 
ordinating committee from the Presbyterian Church, 
U.S. A. to be set up. These two committees will 
then meet annually to consider matters of interest 
and importance to all of the Presbyterian missions in 
Brazil. Six representatives of the Central Brazil 
Mission were present. 


a 


World Mission Board 
Appoints New Missionaries 
Reassigns - Receives Others 
Dr. and Mrs. William W. Beckner Jr. and Mr. 


and Mrs. Harold Borchert were appointed to mis- 
sionary service at the meeting of the Board of World 
Missions Oct. 9. Dr. and Mrs. Beckner have been 
appointed for service in the Belgian Congo and Mr. 
and Mrs. Borchert in Japan. 


Dr. Beckner, who was born in Rockbridge Baths, 
Va., attended Hampden-Sydney College and is a 
graduate of the Medical College of Virginia in Rich- 
mond, Va. He took his intern work in the Panama 
Canal Zone and at the present time is doing residence 
work at Duke Hospital, Durham, N. C. Mrs, 
Beckner is a graduate of Montreat Junior College 
and the Assembly’s Training School. The Beckners 
are members of the Overbrook Presbyterian Church 
in Richmond, Va. and have two small children. They 
plan to attend the Appointee’s School in Montreat in 
the summer of 1952 and will be ready to go to the 
field after that. 


-*Mr. Borchert is a native of Holland, Mich. and 
attended Wofford College and received his degree 
from Louisiana College in Pineville, La. At the 
present time he is completing his work at Columbia 
Theological Seminary in Decatur, Ga., and is serv- 
ing as student pastor of the Ingleside Presbyterian 
Church in Scottdale, Ga. He is a member of the 
Westminster Presbyterian Church, Atlanta, Ga. 
Mrs. Borchert is from Pineville, La. She is at present 
taking work at Columbia Seminary in preparation 
for her mission service. She is a member of the Ingle- 
side Presbyterian Church in Scottdale. The Borch- 
erts have one child. They also plan to attend the 
Appointee’s School in Montreat next summer and 
will proceed to the field after that. 


The resignation of Mr. Nathaniel Heeth, who 
has been assistant to the treasurer, was announced to 
the board. Mr. Heeth resigned in September in order 
to enter Columbia Seminary to study for the 
ministry. 


- The resignation of the Rev. William H. Benchoff 
as missionary in the East Brazil Mission was accept- 
ed by the board. Mr. Benchoff, who has served in 
Campo Belo, resigned because of health reasons. He 
has accepted a position as pastor of the Bethpage 


Church in Kannapolis, N. C. 


Mrs. O. V. Armstrong, who long served in the 
business office of our China Mission, has been ap- 
proved to go to Formosa. There she will serve in a 
business capacity in relation to the Bible Depot, book 
room and the China Sunday School Association. 
Mrs. Armstrong will serve in association with the 
Canadian Presbyterian Church as are all of our 
missionaries who are in Formosa. She will sail as 
soon as clearance has been obtained. 


The board cleared the way for three Methodist 
medical missionaries to become associate members of 
our Korea Mission in order to help carry on our 
work there. The Methodist Mission carried on its 
work in North Korea and so are unable to continue 
that work. Our Church and the Methodist Church 
will share the expenses of these missionaries but they 
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will work directly under our Mission. A nurse of - 


the Canadian Presbyterian Church is already work- 
ing in such relationship in our hospital in Chunju. 
These workers will have much the same relationship 
to our Mission as our missionaries in Formosa have 
to the Canadian Presbyterian Church Mission there. 


The board appointed the following delegates to 
the annual meeting of the Division of Foreign Mis- 
sions of the National Council of Churches to be held 
in Toronto, Jan. 3-6, 1952: Dr. C. Darby Fulton, 
Dr. Hugh Bradley, Dr. J. P. McCallie, Dr. Marion 
A. Boggs, Dr. Jas. A. Jones, Dr. D. J. Cumming, 
Dr. H. E. Russell, Dr. Jas. E. Bear, and two 
women to be appointed by the Board of Women’s 
Work. Alternates to be Dr. Alfred Mathes, Mrs. 
H. C. Bleckschmidt, Mrs. Lloyd K. Boggs. 


Central Mississippi 
Presbytery 


The Presbytery of Central Mississippi met in the 
First Church of Yazoo City on October 18 with 
Dr. A. S. Johnson preaching the opening sermon 
and Elder Robert Kennington presiding as Retiring 
Moderator. S. N. Harris was elected Moderator. 
Dr. R. P. Richardson, for 28 years a Missionary to 
China, told of the grave situation in China, but of 
the courage and fortitude of the Church there. Dan. 
A. Dunnaway, of Jackson, was received as a candi- 
date for the ministry. The Rev. Hayes Clark 
preached the Doctrinal Sermon on ““The Separation 
Of Church And State.” A petition from 51 people 
in Clinton for the organization of a new church 
there was heard and a commission was appointed for 
this purpose. The Clinton Church was originally 


one of the oldest and strongest in the State, but be- . 


came inactive about the close of the last century. 
Presbytery appointed a special Committee on Evan- 
gelism and approved a plan for a Ministers’ Retreat 
on Evangelism on November 20. The next stated 
meeting will be held on January 19 with the place 
to be announced later. 


Dr. Daniel Iverson 
Feels Call To Full-Time 
Work In Evangelism 


At the height of a distinguished pastorate in the 
Shenandoah Presbyterian Church of Miami, Fla., 
Dr. Daniel Iverson felt called to a larger ministry 
in our Southern Presbyterian Church. Since June he 
has been filling engagements in a number of our 


Synods. 


He recently closed a successful meeting at the 
estminster Presbyteriain Church of Atlanta, Ga. 
The first three days of this meeting were devoted to 
Visitation evangelism. Dr. Iverson gave practical in- 
struction each evening before the workers began 
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their visitation. Evangelistic sermons were preached 
each night for a week. 

At this time the early morning service at 7:00 
o'clock was held. Dr. Iverson devoted these morning 
hours to the study of the inspiration of the Scrip- 
tures. The attendance was beyond expectation. The 
people’s faith in the full inspiration of the Scriptures 
was strengthened. 

One of the highlights of the meeting was the sign- 
ing of more than three hundred cards promising to 
establish a family altar in the homes of the Church. 


Pan-Presbyterian Hymnal 
By Dr. Albert J. Kissling 
JACKSONVILLE, Fla. 

Representatives of the five participating churches, 
Presbyterian Church, USA, Presbyterian Church, 
US, United Presbyterian Church, Reformed Church 
of America (Dutch Reformed) and Associate Re- 
formed Presbyterian Church, met in Philadelphia 
September 18, to work out plans for the new Pres- 
byterian hymnal. The following officers of this joint 
committee were elected: chairman, Dr. Albert J. 
Kissling, Jacksonville, Fla.; vice chairman, Dr. Leo- 
nard Buschman, Summit, N. J.; secretary, Dr. Sam 
Shane, Pittsburgh, Pa. 

It was decided to appoint an editorial committee 
to consist of 12 representatives; four from the USA 
Church, three from the US Church, and two from 
the United Presbyterian Church, two from the Re- 
formed Presbyterian Church, and one from the 
Associate Reformed Presbyterian Church. This com- 
mittee is to have full authority for the preparation 
of the contents of the new h 
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Great Books For The Christian Library 


Crowded To 


L. E. Maxwell 
An inspiring 
call to Chris- 
tian service, 
the course of 
sanctification 
and real 

dependence 

upon God. 


$3.00 


Bible Survey 


William 
Hendriksen 


An invaluable 
guide for ex- 
tending and 

securing a 
knowledge of 
the Bible. 
516 pages. 


$4.50 
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Samuel M. George L. 
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Atone- hymns. 
ment 
$3.50 $1.25 
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It was recommended that this committee secure an 
outstanding musician to act as editor-in-chief, Should 
he be selected from any of the twelve members of 
the editorial committee, the church of which he is a 
part would have the right to appoint an additional 
representative to the committee. 


The editorial committee is to submit its work to 
the joint committee, which in turn will bring it to 
the constituting churches for their action. 


The United Presbyterian Church and the Re- 
formed Church of America, commonly called the 
Dutch Reformed Church, have been at work for up- 
wards of two years in anticipation of a joint hymnal 
for their churches. They have graciously agreed to 
join with us and have submitted the results of their 
two years of labor. 


Announcements will be made in the near future as 
to the personnel of the editorial committee for the 
new book. The plans for the publishing of the book 
will be developed by a committee consisting of a 
representative from each of the four publishing 
boards of the churches. They are to work out the 
business details for the expenses of preparing the 
book, its printing and distribution. 


It must be called to the attention of those interest- 
ed in the production of this book that the work of 
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the editorial committee is quite involved. And even 
after their job is completed, it is estimated it will 
take at least 18 months to print and publish the book. 
The production of a hymn book is no small task. The 
committee is undertaking this job with earnestness 


and wasting no time, nevertheless it will be a matter _ 


of several years before we can anticipate the appear- 
ance of this book. 


The chairman of the committee reports that 
throughout discussions and preparations for the 
undertaking of this task, the finest spirit of cordiality 
was evidenced by all concerned. That this may be a 
hymnary that meets the need of our day, it is sug- 
gested that all those who have ideas concerning the 
content of the new hymnal should furnish such ideas 
to the Committee members of the Presbyterian 
Church, U. S. on the editorial committee. Announce- 
ment of the personnel of this Committee will be 
made in the near future. 
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BOOKS 


AMERICA’S HOUR OF DECISION, featuring 
a life story of Billy Graham. VanKampen. $2. This 
volume is a sequel to “Revival In Our Time.” It is a 
second book on the Billy Graham Evangelistic Cam- 

igns brought up to date. It includes the life story 
of Billy Graham, narratives of campaigns in Portland, 
Ore., Minneapolis, Minn., Atlanta, Ga., Fort Worth, 
Tex., Shreveport, La., Memphis, Tenn., and the Rose 
Bowl, Pasadena, Calif. There are also four of Billy 
Graham’s choice sermons. 


The chapter entitled ““The Gospel For The Heart 
Of Dixie” appealed especially to this reviewer, as he 
had a small part in this campaign, held this past 
winter in the City of Atlanta, Ga. This meeting 
lasted for six weeks and made a great impact on the 
schools, colleges and daily life of the thousands 
throughout Georgia. It was estimated that one-half 
million were in attendance with around 8,000 re- 


corded decisions for Christ. It was during this cam- . 


paign that “The Hour Of Decision” was inaugur- 
ated over the American Broadcasting Company. 
After five weeks on the air ““The Hour Of Decision” 
had earned the highest Nielsen Audience Rating 
ever accorded a religious program. 


Billy Graham feels that there is a great heart 


hunger in America, although thousands are trying to 


forget the realism of life in hectic pleasure or to ex- 
plain it away with philosophy, yet it haunts every 
heart. He believes that sin is the root of our troubles 
and difficulties, and the only way for us to solve 
these difficulties and remove our troubles is by 
whole-hearted acceptance of Christ as Saviour. 


The evangelistic movement led by Billy Graham — 


has contributed much to the spiritual health of the 
Churches of America. Although this movement has 
not gone as deeply as some of the revivals in the 
past, it has been used of God to bring many unsaved 
souls to embrace Christ as Saviour. 


—John R. Richardson. 


4 MAN CALLED PETER, by Catherine Mar- 


shall. McGraw-Hill. $3.50. Peter Marshall has been © 


fortunate in his biographer. Mrs. Marshall knew the 
facts of his life and has proven to be a very capable 
narrator of her distinguished husband’s life story. She 
has depicted Peter Marshall’s career with sincerity, 
enthusiasm, and remarkable skill. 


Peter Marshall was born in Coatbridge, Scotland, 
the chief center of the Scottish iron trade. When 
Peter was very young, he fell under the spell of all 
the color and romance of British Navy tradition. 
Whenever he got the chance the young boy would 
stand and watch the ships as they warped into the 
Glasgow wharves or as they put out to sea for dis- 
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tant ports. Like many a Scotch lad, he thought of 
the life on sea as an escape from a drab and un- 
interesting life. When his twenty-first birthday ap- 
proached, Peter was restless and dissatisfied at home. 
He decided to leave the family circle and strike out 
for himself. On April 5, 1927, Peter arrived at the 
Battery off of Ellis Island. Shortly thereafter we 
find him in Birmingham, Ala., visiting a friend. 
There he came under the influence of Dr. Trevor 
Mordecai, a Welshman, who had a profund influ- 
ence on Peter’s career. 


Mrs. Marshall gives an interesting account of 
Peter’s seminary training at Columbia, and then 
after his graduation the highlights of his pastorates 
at Covington, Ga., the Westminster Church of At- 
lanta, Ga., and finally his ministry at the New York 
Avenue Church in Washington, D. C. It was at 
this last Church that Peter Marshall’s voice reached 
its greatest power and enjoyed its widest audience. 
It was during this pastorate that he held the appoint- 
ment of Senate Chaplain. 


One of the most touching chapters in this in- 
triguing biography is called “See You In The 
Morning.” It is the story of Peter Marshall’s de- 
parture from this life in his forty-sixth year. In it 
Mrs. Marshall gives a strong testimony to the sus- 
taining grace of Christ in the time of sorrow. 
Through it she came to a fresh realization that: “All 
things work together for good, to them that love 
God, to them who are the called according to His 
purpose.” Trusting in this promise she was led to 
see that through Peter’s passing the way was opened 
for the publication of his sermons, and that through 
its pages: ‘Peter would preach to thousands of peo- 
ple whom he could never have preached were he 
still with us in the flesh. The blessing of his life will 
go marching on and on a living testimony to the 
power and love of God.” 


It is of interest to note that in one of the sermons 
included in this volume Peter Marshall pointed out: 
“Tt is not the length of the life that matters, but how 
it is lived. That is the thing that counts, It is not 
‘how long’ but ‘how well.’ ” This is the consolation 
that comes to us in the passing of one who is taken 
at the noon-time of life. _—John R. Richardson. 
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